Village of Bloomfield ZBA meeting of September 19, 2013
The ZBA meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. by Chairman Ron Newell.  Also present were members Roslyn Duncan, Jim Altemus, Joe Ostrowski and alternate member EJ Warden.  Terry Hall was absent.  Guests in attendance were Dan Morley and Andy Hall.
Non-conforming uses review of Section 702:
The ZBA reviewed an inquiry made by the CEO regarding the process for abandonment of non-conforming uses.  Pursuant to Article VII Section 702 of the zoning law, as soon as an abandoned use is confirmed by the CEO, a formal written report of said abandonment is prepared by the CEO with copies sent to the ZBA and the property owner.  This begins the time line of six months for the non-conforming use to be abandoned such that said use must remain abandoned unless a new variance is applied for and granted.

Village Center District (VCD) review of Section 913:
Jim Altemus was a member of the committee that developed the original VCD local law.  He gave a brief overview of how the original VCD regulations were developed and what goals were hoped to be accomplished.

The law in its entirety was reviewed.  The following points were discussed by the ZBA:
1. The VCD regulations do not dictate the specific businesses that are permitted but rather that the structures conform to the architectural character of the community.
2. More definitions of “pre-WWII” architecture and colors should be added to the law to make enforcement easier.
3. Government agencies should not have regulations so strict that property owners can’t enjoy the use of their property.  Zoning should balance protection of the value and usability of other properties with  use of any given individual property. 
4. It is not the responsibility of the ZBA or any other government agencies to decide which specific retail or commercial businesses should be permitted or not permitted in a community.  The ZBA reviews the impacts of use or area variances upon the area based upon criteria set in case law.

[bookmark: _GoBack]It was noted that the ZBA may receive variance application(s) for the property located on the northwest corner of Main and Elm Streets.  The public hearing will be held at Legion Park on Rtes.  5&20, to allow more room for residents to attend.  All ZBA members are asked to keep the third Thursday, October 17, open in case an application is received within that review timeframe.

Ron motioned, Ros seconded, and it was unanimously carried to adjourn the meeting at 8:10 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Kathleen Conradt
Clerk



