Village of Bloomfield ZBA meeting of May 17, 2012

The ZBA meeting was called to order at 7:15 p.m. Present were Chairperson Ron Newell, Jim Altemus, Joe Ostrowski, Roslyn Duncan, and Terry Hall.  Also present was Nancy Long.

The ZBA discussed the draft update to the comprehensive plan.  The following was discussed:

1. Transportation

a. The language should be amended to address airports in the Town

b. Curvilinear street design is intended to slow traffic, however, through streets should be encouraged for traffic flow

2. Historic significance: There are currently only guidelines for preserving the historic district as was requested by residents in that district when the zoning law was developed.  
3. Commercial: measures – amend to say “Number of variances recommended for approval…”  

4. General

a. T. Hall suggested that smaller lots be considered as a new zoned district to allow for older residents

b. Need modest housing growth for first-time home buyers and older residents looking to downsize to be addressed in the plan
c. Need to address adult entertainment

Nancy Long, as a member of the comprehensive plan subcommittee, contributed to the amendments presented in the current documents.  She shared the following information:

1. The Planning Board will meet with the property owners within the Historic District to determine if they have a desire for historic preservation regulations.  The village must strike a balance between maintaining the historic character of the district with allowing affordable maintenance and property upgrades.
2. Explained the color coding for the updates (blue is planning board updates, green is planning board comments, yellow is comments from town supervisor, red is additions from secretary)

3. Explained the relationship between the comprehensive plan, the zoning law and the land development regulations – all of which are currently under review.

The ZBA is asked to review the entire document and submit comments, hopefully to be completed by the end of summer.

Ros Duncan motioned, Jim Altemus seconded and it was unanimously carried to adjourn the meeting at 8:20 p.m.

The next meeting will be June 21 at 7:00 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Kathleen Conradt, Clerk  

